Welcome to March’s Update
from Climate Action Stokesley & Villages

Supporting local action for a sustainable, greener and more resilient Stokesley &
surrounding villages
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Diary 1: CASaV / local (details below in newsletter)

Tuesday 17/3 19.30 Talk by Seed Sovereignty & whole group meeting at Stokesley
Community Library

Monday 9/3 17.00 - 19.00 Stokesley Mending Circle, Stokesley Town Hall
Tuesday 10/3 13.30 - 15.30 Yatton House Community Garden Working Party
Tuesday 10/3 19.00 - 20.30 Rethinking Resources (Waste) group meeting by zoom

Saturday 14/3 10.00 - 12.00 CASaV info & activity stall with focus on energy at Great
Ayton Methodist monthly community hub

Thursday 19/3 15.00 Nature group meeting Stokesley Community Library

Thursday 19/3 18.00 - 20.00 Sustainable Fashion Week: Future Citizen Fashion
Show & launch of Preloved Fancy Clothes Boutique Stokesley School

Saturday 21/3 10.00 - 12.00 4th birthday Repair & Reuse Cafe with focus on growing
your own, Swainby Village Hall

Thursday 26/3 19.00 Food group meeting by zoom

Saturday 25/4 CASaV Event - Stokesley Town Hall



Save the date!
Saturday 25/4 'Greener Together' day event, Stokesley Town Hall

Saturday 6/6 - Saturday 14/6 Great Big Green Week

2: Regional, National & Global (follow links)
3/3 World Wildlife Day wildlifeday

9/3- 15/3 The Big Plastic Count thebigplasticcount

9/3 - 13/3 Food Waste Action Week food-waste-action-week

Complete a survey on food waste and enter a prize draw - survey

13/3 - 29/3 Great British Spring Clean (litter picking & landscape clean up) great-british-
spring-clean

16/3 - 27/3 Big Walk & Wheel (sustainable school transport) big-walk-and-wheel-2026

18/3 Global Recycling Day globalrecyclingday

20/3 World Rewilding Day world-rewilding-day

28/3 Earth Hour earthhour

30/3 International Day of Zero Waste international-day-zero-waste-2026

Tuesday 17/3 19.30 Seed Sovereignty Talk & whole group meeting at Stokesley
Community Library

This month we have a talk on 'Seed Sovereignty' by Catherine
Howell from the Gaia Foundation & co-ordinator for northern
England. Seeds are kernels of life. They support our entire food
= system: providing sustenance and nutrition for all those we
e ? share the living world with. For millennia, small-scale farmers
have freely cultivated, saved, and shared a vast diversity of

seed, the source of the majority of food on our plates, and

those of our ancestors. But today seeds have become one of
ee the most controlled commodities in the world. Come and find

out what seed sovereignty is and why it matters. More info
SOVEREIGNTY &

THE GAIA FOUNDATION

here seedsovereignty

Followed by short meeting with feedback from the sub groups.


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWh4PXpDM8Yln4BXIJ_Qeqwh3S9FWQQ1fp5H5G3zuTCgKqtkgmIFJ9E6sc8GA-gpKVe29W2JuE-m79nh97vwFTTD2rCMwZRKCk6Df15t1R-V19kmOX2b3l1yUeQMSeCoBpxJCRNduMf5QcZHSHbOxfjnhoxCHl85xgvuZxJA-rnfttCzF4mcXkF4Wx_H-sB_s8_PakdVZ5hNDfyIaQF9njiXVvCvug_2JdloTMUub7NOSI98U5sUis-lBG8ZFhVOBeSUX5f7E5j4e_cAEcqyOhDxS7HjhWHmnr784XEpJbP9SIemBvbfksMG92HeSwkFoholhiV2p3b55zQsgVA8BSXqyKCiGO-7NK5JwyWhq568u5sfMPhksw0h2qe3COQcXEo72mjCCWuenzFOKyM1zPKEr4B61XU3iyPTPFtp-mgyX3Djk3p6R8_YXoLj8wm7SHb96IiOzDQpBzBhFv219ot63o0qCQtgZyTxbeU7qWxl/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h0/h001.lxMritLZFoYIaeP2NNrHGknNFCoRgdia5LWYxWvHDhY
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3fYPDQq4P2p5_WpuSABEvK24hdMIStRQgcBEXRNmg5QjpEmAq4PV7xN5sgp1Cp_aQ-_1NrZ19U0PJVeEUshD9yvWp-KU8IKYQOO8Thj4gCiwvm0vuQzsuKbXteMsOG0B0X9JuAUcDQmm1eA-fEKZgjKBopPMiWDaCIA7_t7_6XJ0Vc4VKX4eu4ZtWie1kp51SNb-zciwPzOBwAl98jr1jv_PpfGwkwJcsAbcmtSL-s5T3PvAZDcavWF6hVeYZI0CRABNKPuEe8qukXPxkZbMe5WLY39Vi0xUWHFcGg3US6BkxlrXC08y54WD0xL_byc0jISFTMAg1tVcgBfrdzRHgILJeUJ2ACJW-kSi1IgY5duqdIaWIt8wMKEPUeRxgfs8oRnw3-Q9r4C4xLfLYfcTFz3rj_jRUiMsXtLH35GZ5MhmjVlq0W-_FjFlPT893FI_qZHkNx8QziPUSV9_HApiD7c8WnUcGjPt_f1ESbNCJbBx/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h1/h001.r-xRv1EgbyruIy2iJb3uVzazWVGqJ3O7BjgISB-qjIU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMafpihN0W_tW8_QbWjGdirLHRrzZcQZgp-l402jynliWJwO86aKvu48H_rVt3QNNGC0zAS6A5x7WEBtss7t8tk_4vGRmqXJMmTLsBnSd7bp-tokfiOlYlhGYHYKuxdBf-1mo01he7C0UAmG2qpAB9ri06aDE8oazdRPtx1WAROTbEklkIyF3XhL1dOZ8AkoRn2PHglnvrIrHQZk3kAOunOjupJ8zKSRgXyznCCU-LIW80grvBh4HYHqBYWdRCqiQlfIYsaKyTXob0LBeYxbgOyUM0bnTaqi5zkod-Iuy8s5DemFzmwm7rXppXWPDYLMpJvjEU5R0NqoLcY7K6mqVtUa76Se8cc-pYFUAcddY9zI5nAtAZCtneaRdJzxAYz-5Q735dJTKCPq7ZXP4PA8pgLP2jWMU88mp34dhmoOcDICZl2fvw90m0-ZNucb77e2lOPTr5a6Z3Q5bVso_ohrhsdg8c5r3kvi__-Ngj2piHVzJy5OunVhskvd4Ulc6fu6CmzP_9lGAPdFk5NH7TmyBvrczvxb1s05KFvTLaT5N0tYP/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h2/h001.TkQI0Cv3v4OzfPMmTJuzW5_92FQ61LJFROwFXZKoK0A
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcPj0MMPyrYeRVAippnom5fVS6PfCuGTRvPRBq_7ntTj8ntMoTywAw9FqMRa5b45PbtCIM2SlkeS7GHixviRoAUHxYLn6adi8jZ4TcqhXoqFo8BR59H_wiaqj2l4JaiHzOHlSgy-W3yTuGX1R2x308ehLDRSrs6IQyg49iOL2jP53UQM6IE8C422GXzwzVde6__kBBOtaUFQMvti5itsy3OScrhFCtQJPlTjf4pe3p1qI18RwdA83_dsxq9y2ztD2K0-YJbKsPTyP_5X8CaNHe1HcXBaSLRjH0yEwfY3HQkODDaNOAa4RdwuKuOc9vA5kV-celrKM_IXEYWY264t7IOEH20kVC7ES1vCUtvOlwj5-JJNnFp2b5KzaEwOAN-UqJr1wHHbv-96V-36KAPL7Gq_eswN7j3SGy6PK5L7Jr59lyenOAp55bKXzeYiOxSji4gckkJJXU7e-DS93FrkwmxjXCSVV7bXixNnDk5TpuLo/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h3/h001.VbctyA2f73kj4az8rlDfsKx8M-F-4NIYvw0QGWiwnLU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMeZ7-Mwh2ZTu8WARwId-xwAPJWXTAWJuthlct7Rg4VFrTH4lvugJ_PzQtNnDc_eyYNqxgANxFZOR_EDwOLdVvuO8qXVBPCzbGPCsKrGQRHUCYNpqOyu_cs5XiQDc1VV5wisFNupmU0SpSfh29OCiKCmPitSSYtIJv1opdrJ7DJXnT_HDlYkNzJM_t37mZjcYZnoKxATsF_g7ufe5Cd5qBOgsGanF0Q4utD5AoBMgWA1NC-EEx0rtH3Vjs-4Xkbay5YmD43GggO6rlR14cLkKJK59jgWmjro-uWS0bSqs1aH_FEjHHDQ9M5wsEJ30jIFuE8autYQVSc3fuuHUAZwp4M1YU53h6TD3u4LicJlpOlSZXssk2ABQgdEJ3SuZ0eufreyvVcYAmmFEyB2nSkf8BLhsNJwaOU8-411q4zIjkpP4o8Y70foZVOfah88vwaoZThakITbLOO9xcxtueSTvarnPkbxKxn7hqxXyLESSOxQOhgLaHOSTf1LqDofTVQb1jiF-5UhYyHVS_6PDjWSWt4LjXDuog1b_emIFyQUknTjP/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h4/h001.j7cfvfC1maR4VOpYWIr5kun9-7xDPVv9Jpj1Pc_Ftzw
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMeZ7-Mwh2ZTu8WARwId-xwAPJWXTAWJuthlct7Rg4VFrTH4lvugJ_PzQtNnDc_eyYNqxgANxFZOR_EDwOLdVvuO8qXVBPCzbGPCsKrGQRHUCYNpqOyu_cs5XiQDc1VV5wisFNupmU0SpSfh29OCiKCmPitSSYtIJv1opdrJ7DJXnT_HDlYkNzJM_t37mZjcYZnoKxATsF_g7ufe5Cd5qBOgsGanF0Q4utD5AoBMgWA1NC-EEx0rtH3Vjs-4Xkbay5YmD43GggO6rlR14cLkKJK59jgWmjro-uWS0bSqs1aH_FEjHHDQ9M5wsEJ30jIFuE8autYQVSc3fuuHUAZwp4M1YU53h6TD3u4LicJlpOlSZXssk2ABQgdEJ3SuZ0eufreyvVcYAmmFEyB2nSkf8BLhsNJwaOU8-411q4zIjkpP4o8Y70foZVOfah88vwaoZThakITbLOO9xcxtueSTvarnPkbxKxn7hqxXyLESSOxQOhgLaHOSTf1LqDofTVQb1jiF-5UhYyHVS_6PDjWSWt4LjXDuog1b_emIFyQUknTjP/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h4/h001.j7cfvfC1maR4VOpYWIr5kun9-7xDPVv9Jpj1Pc_Ftzw
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMXtE9gLIQsoRh-3glN1rtH745Nb7SpFR4iLzolLVH69MXtN_aILFgU5AODA8Of0tp42l1QMzY7HN7KLTj31_fYDqn4I89spRN9qENl7Pnqostjfkdgx7vzIQMuR1ZigHn4F1DEIXhyAKqDHSA7V2vrHUdGII8nzdehzXRslfmAeme8bOl4er2jIJCCbt23yWvhH4g42IlWNIq5SsK74E67Adl-hExj0mbuVq5pxpZuMJEDx31NJq-36Z1ki4EQLKwbh94VAMU-1oKJ4ga3idGwiBT0mUhh5tlNRf6ScTgVJy8XaPBzDM8_NhtTMzuc--gRv7m-2acY9pmLHt3SH5FodYZCELdxRZB_d4oYgVP4EqJAfMcF3nwjTwv4i-C__7EhxwO23P4YsJ7CEZ08JDXI6-xMjqQAr6MHkOU4EpYSBRjzO2iS5844OQQaOFdF6rFKeBheR_D6YGhro0Xu4PX9VHRvZkBeqy1m8VolHjxlwfGGxbCdOLBXoyXSxHlvhjcrALKJ_r5pE4YxS5d4sC_l8b-wodnMzXoBfQqS9ZyKQ7/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h5/h001.Jc_5UHXbi_XIk3W5CPoPPLRaHJe5V1RJqgaX-vGWWXE
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMYOcsIYwNzVt-zMg-zinaYAA5zgNf43VFE5DUBey3eIAH_FfEJ1t3uCNfQ1kyEPtgqu5yxSkKK70crvuPBwd75ssKfa7Xp3nBcwQrai4d-jQdzgHNFszuwlEcPp2J4Gsnapk64n5g_P1NZMAqlblyWZPPP8W8GOEa0g7CfmHtdRXCxZWnJawRjNiGoBdQqCLR3LgeSWaeUOBZMn0J6MgB72rLkdy5V1z6syyO0P7pTyHbyqaBiyQOZplkdJJGQALaJe5CCsccXYi3H9aofZ3vbA_ta8UdYUDORvKRULSiHzecCcp9RFwXso-WFyjb67M7mLMgm1b1lfotbj1OtPuRHb8k3a3IExSeglVRbZROkHl4pVIbx8qy9VsVsCeo1irx9Mtws6JR6jRwYfnDc-tTUZu79Xd-cbAkUBYLPBe2Z4FeybW7BVkFNQznuczAt9_Yt1lyV1GgcK3rjWVSgZvv8R_0BDxUT2vNAOsKJz-Xw0D/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h6/h001.TtJ6sKISnmUpLidIHWlBomusPRLwe1Vqjz5a8ylzsQU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.X6XUC7u8ppFLNtMO_55SZmGbxGFtXOAJzFjNzrOLtMpw74BwNZEA_oPOzliIcmyzDKZKSiB1HwBJBpTsifPXnspw2KLKlGQjsN8tRm208I0Ak_pObS35U5h5JXNptzNOwRL_HcHZioMvwfohqcVyk4gO1bAxOqXfF6tSB0TtR6HeHneIQbkqeUm-i0Y4XNit3_ro7p61w3ac601iuTq_1Zv12DbSf22p2Jgx1B4FBd__1xhwdna9_OJqhaqZ-2EaerMKLVkJBve-JMWTaEjVHMnjUf8IHhTH9lP797qTKNUdkrMnTtWhL1RVHnobCbWNyMYYD0T_D9TLDBQUoC4LlEBHLU6ZLwhydBS9h03AWZOjTQsMkULGuurImOa2L3bokLO7-uWAUtzaE4iSzIjb2e_SI63DSBxeRZ-cZ_C1X7LI51me3bSxEx4iLqzeG9j3RZeY592JHtELZQvZmSJGgedqO1nVSE9QrVn8OyBQARcJTHEs7VGcoIEwOx8IE8XzClwI_xPoSV6qfglUBOKa9A/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h7/h001.p1KSdd8oFmsTPAANVlH5Qswb4VDvfa_qnUlmXHpKYro
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcFMuBtJaSUejIU6niRHax6T2dlqP1s9zdWGHanmIkQ4QLlUIauj8Mw2mLueeBo0y6JqcH0YCWMW6g2lMCo4NeqPz4M3_42lz0K9Iwny8u66-mJ-5Ah1edl4uKesqRcnQjgm7xZ2KMSoDpV_vs5gyIt_uvOqOfDirHVRcK_sesG1MkXS4VWC0qf1NdkKzTjG7uApa_TVCLNunAeLZaB4J1f2yRi31xV4y1aCefBwStNGhGyt5N-jy8_eT8Mn9k_zgV87I1V1vU83_gUJgigXdCx3tEgyTM8LKByamvRUaWThoaj9gttNXLvLSyj2k1CyGHji0D1PFPWqQ_ji7e6bWxwMrrAHCEXdqu00jneZIpbaia5FvNey41tDYKpgc2rIpbQwjnukvyXXKWJMP7KX93aGB4zFZLUoxwixaLjQorbmQe2_-xdmsNwU9_E6w_jF2po2NOGVz_cYo6Tb3Msr6_3UAFfckHrKShzsk2duW_8A/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h8/h001.Lpka_1jcpmgiXW0eoO8je9Y2CNEP8-8PdjxrieRLY-w
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMc8FJTuX2vLZenkB9qx6UIucMgdB5ySgFHcXuUL97DzOotNm3rHdd1GTt7qL3NCnkfhw87AfiS_hvRUgC8sQPGxdO47BhVw5CCColNLxMTpQAlErwAUL7J8hpTtcDXiFvf0jqhlYWTMreviDnr-q-lcJRKsXkWn48RgQVxp6X9BnVjObpH5wev6tG3WKAeBXHFI91ObdEOt60BHEbAvkLSqEj7u6-ZVBkJf5rZFZGr62ekPghejJUz0utvUSPZQffCgGJIoSJekLJB32uU_FhphZLbqPKF91FJy_yZVkXiV0qf84Pz9S0ztBJv44GbvrO24D23vwLZTri7Q7_Xj3p5Kyu8-EFF_L5LDKucDzgHK1kBRw7P2-rRB0VpIr9kGne09hwhdroNtwRYztA_wmtV8AAphkJJlDKpiALpF5HccpnOlTtXRZEaVovKa1WyD11ghXxp9ToHm5ZJ7xeyYRBp3q4DbRxhbUKUkZvOJnk_yr_5cORcCdfqaQhsKMTLd5CLEPXuH6mfMnIiR2Djq7V8k/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h9/h001.MWhp0tL9FiHTZubZtuYEM1H_0T9oKyloPdITPEom4a0
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Monday 9/3 17.00 - 19.00 Stokesley Mending Circle, Stokesley Town Hall

All are warmly welcome to join the Mending Circle
which meets every second Monday early evening.
Learn sewing / mending super powers from scratch or _
get help and inspiration with your current sewing
project. Mending clothes has a significant positive
climate impact by reducing waste and conserving
resources, as extending a garment's life by just nine
months can lower its carbon, water, and waste
footprints by 20-30%.

Tuesday 10/3 13.30 - 15.30 Yatton House Community Garden Working Party

a border so that they are easier to maintain and be more
obvious for picking. The plants include Welsh Onions which
make a great winter alternative to spring onions, Turkish
Rocket which has leaves you can use like spinach and
Common Sorrel with leaves that add a lovely lemon flavour
to dishes. This month we will create a 'pot luck' area to sow
the seed from the out-of-date packets from the Discovery
Centre Seed Share Box. It will be interesting to see which
are still viable!

Saturday 14/3 10.00 - 12.00 Great Ayton Methodist Community Hub CASaV
information & energy activity

Every second Saturday each month there is a

gathering in the methodist church hall serving

refreshments and a source of local information, \
guidance and support. CASaV have been invited

to showcase what we provide for the community

and how people can take partin our activities.
There will be a special focus on home energy
saving and a hands on activity. Pop along to find

out more.



Saturday 21/3 10.00 - 12.00 4th Birthday Repair & Reuse Cafe with focus on growing
your own - seed swap, gardening tools swap, gardening books & magazines to take

away

casav.uk/repaircafe

; h‘k“/;.This month we celebrate four years of our
Repair Cafe - reducing waste and extending the

- ’P use of what you already own instead of buying

v new. Come along for a slice of birthday cake

whilst our friendly pink T-shirted volunteers

show you how to fix your beloved household

items - electrical appliances, toys & bikes,

5 =wooden furniture, clothing & textiles, clocks,

7 glass & ceramics, electronic items including

laptops and phones as well as sharpening household and gardening blades.

This session there will be a focus on growing your own fruit, veggies and flowers with a
seed swap, garden tools swap and free gardening books and magazines to take away.
Please bring along any surplus seeds you have to swap for ones you need, also bring any
gardening tools you don't want - trowels, forks, secateurs - and swap for tools you do
need. Our trusty blade sharpeners will be on hand to ensure all your gardening tools are
sharp for the job and you can take away (preloved) gardening books and magazines for

free.

Our February Valentine's Repair Cafe at Stokesley was full of love with our popular
sustainable living goody bag giveaway, dozens of people bringing lots of items to mend
and many enthusiastic volunteers assisting & refreshing our visitors and fixing their

items.
m SO  Thisis a great opportunity to meet with friendly, like

. ~ Thursday 19 Margh minded people and learn new repair skills. New
® o) Stokesley Sségg?l volunteers are always welcome - come along, have a
' " cuppa and a chat or email Simon Gibbon. If you are

sa\nabe
pmmomasu 5 T|Ckets £5 not sure come and / or bring an item to be repaired to
R get a feel for the Repair Cafe.

il Thursday 19/3 18.00 - 20.00 Sustainable Fashion
ck here for tickets,
or scanthe QR codebelow!§  \Neek: Future Citizen Fashion Show & launch of
\ Preloved Fancy Clothes Boutique Stokesley School
Cwsllemaki - FANCY CLOTHES NEEDED!!

IStudent-led fashion show'
Pre-loved Boutique on sho
Bring along |tems to donate if youh have them!

. Stokesley School
i \—\) & Sixth Form College


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3sUGCUykUZycgtyL6D3hbNi8GH8re99gdYoT0IkvYK7tr2LZ8H_Jo0ljIuMep5hnPlNnT8KBXVT-XEia7NxMBhnegXBnu_iUPbN7q28uCoss2QptusOE73CLC3bCSggGVO5UBboefqDO6uwxLTZfLaQ-K6F7ndxx11NVNXpf6WIlYl5fU5-DSjl6ZPYNQzROnVIwgLgn7DjlT6E8_tD4i_rMi3hcbPI-gHQFXumgdapsyhnqPq2qjrGCsMOL0Su0nrYeh2VoXqFHavyX_oVZ5gCq-ErynsQBKzU67QvCA8ASnlwkKW-1bEZjXsoez9L_OLdAkg8k9sPVQVbHBvSNuQNmevWkoEKcg55dwQJRVJMdTfVmS0H0fd4v1NblU7oMr6M4TXtsGG5eMgUlyiUYFUWnIbQdsxBB4Y56nxR6K4LkVJBZTFNYNCtAxhrgXNwGiTtBKU9fI8oQyUoB5OJ4cVlcaWl3IK2KWa4VMRr9uX08a/4ok/jqGJg8WtRVCh8AKeF19s8Q/h11/h001.CnWafW2cabrqrO9VMUZOO63p2nDv8wH5YAAvyL6tp3w
mailto:simongibbon@casav.uk

Stokesley School students and their teachers are organising a Fashion Show for
Sustainable Fashion Week: Future Citizen Week as a launch for the school's Pre-loved
Fancy Clothes Boutique which will allow all students to have the opportunity to borrow
'fancy’ clothes for proms, dances and work and university interviews.

They need smart dresses, separates, trouser, jackets and suits as well as accessories so
please give your wardrobes a spring clearout and donate towards this great sustainable
cause. Clothing can be dropped off at school reception.

Coming up - save the date!

Saturday 25/4 'Greener Together' day event, Stokesley Town Hall

CASaV are holding an all day event to showcase what we can all do together for nature
and the planet, locally and globally; if we all act, no matter how small, we can make a
big difference. There will be displays, hands on activities and illustrated talks covering
the key areas of energy, food, nature, rethinking resources and transport. We would love
to hear what you are already doing, share ideas and discover how together we might do
more. More info coming!

6 - 14/6 Get Involved In Great Big Green Week

"Get ready for Great Big Green

(L
Y e hamall? - < N : Week(GBGW) the UK's
i L. 71 " ‘ - SR largest celebration of

;- ”~e
1" of < community action to tackle

cllmate change and protect
nature, returning this year

g 23from the 6th to the 14th of
ZJune! This year’s inspiring
theme is "Together for good,"
e highlighting how everyday,
collective community

-

actions create real, practical benefits for our planet and our shared future. Whether you
are an environmental expert or just want to make a local difference, there are endless
ways to get involved—from organizing a simple clothes swap, community walk, or a
local climate conversation cafe, to simply bringing an existing sports club or choir event
under the GBGW banner. By hosting an activity, no matter how small or "low effort," you
will be joining a massive national movement to show politicians that we urgently care
about a greener, fairer world. Start thinking now about what fun, local activities you or
your community groups could organize to help us come together for good! Our Repair
Cafe on 13th June will be part of GBGW activities. Please get in touch if you want to help



or have another event you want to come under the GBGW banner -
[gbgw@casav.uk?link_id=13&can_id=196a2141f0bbd19766a806e17c973e05&source=
email-climate-action-stokesley-and-villages-february-update-and-whole-group-
meeting-tuesday-172-repair-cafe-saturday-
142&email_referrer=email_3111075&email_subject=climate-action-stokesley-and-
villages-march-update-and-whole-group-meeting-tuesday-173-repair-cafe-saturday-
213&&]gbgw@casav.uk

News, campaigns & subgroup dates

Friends of the Earth - challenging climate disinformation

BRCASaV is affiliated to Friends of the Earth.
They have recently published some useful
farticles considering the evidence and

3' challenging widespread disinformation
about climate breakdown. Read more
here challenging-climate-disinformation

Brighten Up Great Ayton group

Following a discussion with Great Ayton Parish
Council and CASaV's steering group, the Brighten
Up Great Ayton group will become a sub-group of
CASaV to help formalise its status. There will be a
re-launch of the group in April to hopefully attract a
few more volunteers.

Great Ayton Station Wild Space

There are now two interpretation boards at the Great
Ayton Station Wild Space highlighting the butterflies
that it might be possible to spotin the picnic area
and showing the life-cycle of butterflies to highlight
the management of the picnic area including
patches of nettles, brambles and long grass. The
panels were funded through the Bug Trail that

e e = CASaV manages and thanks go to Martin Partridge,
Butterfly Conservation Yorkshire Branch for the design. Find out more
about butterflies on our website.
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Ideas & news from the groups: Rethinking Resources (Not the Time to Waste)
including Repair & Reuse Cafe

https://casav.uk/waste

This subgroup focuses on rethinking resources: rethinking & reducing
consumption; repairing, repurposing and recycling materials that might otherwise
go to landfill or incineration.

Please join us at this month's zoom meeting on Tuesday 10/3 19.00 - 20.30: contact
email Simon Gibbon for a zoom link

What's in a name? Group name change from 'Waste' to 'Rethinking Resources'

Initially we focused on waste management as a
means of climate action e.g. by promoting local THE WASTE HIERARCHY

opportunities for recycling but have now expanded Most preferred option

activities to move towards the more preferred -
options of the 'waste hierarchy' through circular

management so it is time to rename the group!

For four years we have run Repair Cafes (and for

Circular Management

most of that time we have been the top Repair Cafe

in the UK for the number of items fixed per year!),

Recover value

saving thousands of items from landfill or
incineration and saving thousands of pounds in

Waste Management

Least preferred option

cost of buying new for our local community.

We have been providing opportunities

for reusing items e.g. the 'Halloween Switch' and 'Xmas Xchange' where people
donated or swapped specialist clothing items which might otherwise have been used
once and then discarded. Our collaborators have run successful Clothes Swap events
where people have exchanged good quality clothing, reducing the need to buy new.

We have run crafting workshops to show people of all ages how to repurpose materials
(which might otherwise have gone to waste) saving people the cost of buying new and
saving the earth's limited resources from manufacturing new.

We have now extended the successful Repair Cafes into being Repair & Reuse Cafes.
We regularly fix broken and unwanted electrical and electronic items which the original
owners donate to local communities in need to be reused. In addition to fixing broken
items we have repurposed waste fabric into free draught excluders to not only save
textiles from landfill but also save our community's energy bills. Waste fabric has also
been repurposed into free long lasting shopping bags to prevent plastic bag waste and
plastic pollution. Unwanted books, magazines and crafting materials have been given
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away to be reused. This month we will be extending this to gardening
equipment reuse and in April we will focus on kitchenware reuse.

Local recycling / repurposing collections

AT

W (or better still use the recycling points in
»\¥Boots directly).

ovember our group has ensured that
twenty standard bin bags full of blister
‘packs have now been saved from waste.

=¥ & Plastic milk bottle tops - Rea Funeral
services, Stokelsey, raises funds for cancer research

Spectacles - Cooper & Barr, Stokesley collects unwanted spectacles to repurpose for
good causes

Bras - donate usuable condition bras to raise funds for breast cancer research,
collection boxes at Hutton Rudby GP Surgery as well as Mowbray House Surgery,
Northallerton. We are hoping to launch a bra collection point in Stokesley or Great
Ayton soon so look out for updates!

Used postage stamps, used but clean aluminium foil, children's wellies, good
condition underwear - all being collected locally for good causes contact Louise

Small electrical appliances - the Mind charity shop, Stokesley collects these for sale
after safety testing

Ideas & news from the groups: Nature Group

This subgroup focuses on discovering more about and supporting biodiversity and
our living environment. Face to face meeting Thursday 19/3 15.00 at Stokesley
Community Library, Stokesley. Contact Bridget Holmstrom for more information.


mailto:lcoidan@yahoo.com
mailto:bridgetholmstrom@casav.uk

River Leven Himalayan Balsam project

This project has been set up to control the
invasive species Himalayan balsam which is
destroying biodiversity on the river Leven and
tributaries from its source in Kildale to
Crathorne. People are already working to
reduce the extent of balsam on the river but

there are significant areas of balsam for
example between Great Ayton and Stokesley that need to be worked on.

Those of you who have managed to dodge the rain since the beginning of the year and
get down to the riverside will have noticed that things are are beginning to stir. Balsam
seedlings have already been spotted on the Leven and the group is working with the
Tees River Trust to deliver training on species identification prior to 'balsam bashing'
sessions - dates for both coming soon!

If anyone is interested in joining the group please contact balsam@casav.uk.

Cod Beck Project 2026

The Nature Group are starting a larger project at the Cod Beck Reservoir and events held
throughout 2026 may include at bat walks, butterfly and moth walks, and fungus forays.

We will be giving a training session on using the iNaturalist app with the help of
representatives from the wider Cod Beck Discovery Project. More details will be given
on Facebook and through the Balsam group. If you want to find out more please
contact balsam@casav.uk

Ideas & news from the groups: Food Group

This subgroup focuses on food & its impact on climate change - from growing your
own and eating seasonally to reducing food going to waste. Meetings held
bimonthly, next meeting online will be 26/3 19.00 contact Wendy Smith for a link to

join

Foodshare - nightly food redistribution
Foodshare is a joint initiative by the Food and
Waste groups and is organised by Jenny. EVERY

evening at 9pm a volunteer collects surplus food
from the Ayton Coop and Premier supermarket
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and both Stokesley Coops and takes it to various distribution centres (oftenin
Middlesbrough) such as Nitelight (for homeless) for use/distribution to those in need.
This is fresh food such as fruit, veg and bread, NOT tins and dried food that are needed
by Food Banks.

Our group collects 40-60 kilos of food every day with a value of approx £250, worth
£78,000 every year.

What can | do how? Jenny is always keen to recruit more volunteers to support the
foodshare so if you feel this is something with which you could help, please contact

Jenny here Jenny Earle.

Growing your own - good for you and the planet

Try growing something new this year. There
are lots of vegetables that are not often
seen in the shops yet are not difficult to
grow. Salsify is a root sometimes called
the vegetable oyster. Chicory is grown in
the ground one season but then brought
inside over winter and is currently

producing beautiful chicons for fresh
salad.

Wendy has been busy stocking up the Seed Share at Stokesley Community Library - pop
in to pick up free flower and vegetable seeds. Growing your own not only benefits you
physically, it's also good for your mental health too, read more here why-gardening-is-

good-for-your-mental-health

There is also a Seed Share / Swap at the Discovery Centre, Great Ayton.

Ideas & news from the groups: Energy

This subgroup focuses on using sustainable energy sources & energy saving in the
home

o Is Your Heat Escaping?
Help Us warm Up Our Community! Let's Make Our Homes Cosy! A

e
e et s L S

Do you have an eye for detail and a passion for
planet-friendly living? Climate Action Stokesley
and Villages (CASaV) is launching an exciting
new project to help our community beat the
chill and lower their energy bills. We are
planning to apply for a National Lottery "Awards < il

. . Joili t;e CASaV Thermal Imaging Project.
for All" grant to fund a thermal imaging camera, -~ - L
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allowing us to show residents exactly where their homes are leaking heat. By identifying
these "cold spots,” we can provide practical advice on making local homes cosier,
cheaper to run, and much greener.

Before we hit "send" on our grant application, we need you!

We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to join our Energy sub-group to help
coordinate and carry out these surveys. You don’t need to be an energy expert or a tech
wizard—we are going to be learning from other areas' local groups, who will provide all
the training you need to use the camera and interpret the results. Whether you can
spare a few hours a month to visit homes or prefer to help with the behind-the-scenes
organising, your contribution will make a tangible difference in our community’s fight
against climate change.

If you can help please email energy@casav.uk

Powering Stokesley and Villages: Now is the Time for Community Energy!

Recently, CASaV attended the "Seeing is Believing"
community energy event hosted by the North East
and Yorkshire Net Zero Hub. The event brought
together experts and local groups to showcase
how ordinary communities are taking control of

their local energy systems—and the main
takeaway is that there has never been a better time
for us to launch our own local energy initiatives.

Why Now? The national momentum behind community energy is growing at an
unprecedented rate. Through the recently announced Local Power Plan, the government
has pledged £1 billion to support over 1,000 local and community energy projects.
Additionally, there is now an abundance of tailored support, one-to-one expert
surgeries, and grant funding specifically designed to help community groups get their
ideas off the ground.

Successfully setting up community energy projects allows us to generate clean,
renewable power, but it also does so much more. It keeps financial benefits circulating
within our local economy, builds community resilience, and significantly lowers energy
bills for vital community buildings.

What Are Our Next Steps? We already have great local ambitions. We want to acquire
thermal imaging cameras to help residents identify heat loss in their homes, and we are
eager to get solar panels installed on the roofs of our local schools. While we have
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faced some roadblocks in the past—such as navigating school trusts and Church of
England approvals—the event opened new doors. We have connections to specialised
net-zero officers and successful sustainability groups from nearby areas who are ready
to help us break through these specific barriers.

The key lesson from the event is that we don't need to start with anything big. Other
highly successful community groups started with something as small as two solar
panels on an allotment. Starting small builds confidence, allows us to test our ideas,
and proves to future funders that we can deliver.

Get Involved! We are looking for enthusiastic community members to help us turn
these energy ideas into reality. Whether you have professional experience in planning or
finance, a bit of spare time to help with community engagement, or simply a passion for
making Stokesley and our villages greener and more resilient, we need you.

Let’s harness this momentum together. Please get in touch with CASaV today to find out
how you can get involved in shaping our local energy future! energy@casav.uk

Ideas & news from the groups: Environment & Climate Osmotherley (ECO) Group

1 f;i » Environment Climate

‘ . Osmotherley (ECO) meets
~.regularly and holds events
which raise awareness and
- Mlladdress local environmental
- Sissues such as becoming a
*=Dark Skies Village and

increasing local biodiversity.
Contact Becci Wright for more information
Signing off

If you have any news or any event / activity you would like promoting on next
month's (April's) update please email Kate Gibbon by Thursday 26/3

Hope to see you at the Seed Sovereignty talk & whole group meeting Tuesday 17/3
19.30 at Stokesley Community Library
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